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promise, of course, was kept only in part, and no
serious effort was really made until twenty-eight years
after the death of Champlain, when Colbert in 1663
brought the colony directly under the authority of
Louis XIV; but those twenty-eight years were not to
be completely lost. Slowly and painfully, but with
dogged determination, the work of settlement went on.
Already Quebec was more than a trading post; it was
a fair-sized village, the centre of a rural community
whose perimeter was pushed out more and more each
season; soon it was a town "which could not be better
sited even if it were to become, some day, the capital of
a great empire."11 The banks of the St. Lawrence no
longer slumbered in the silence of the woods; here and
there a low house, with sloping roof, appeared, framed
in the small clearing that marked the first victory of
man over the forest; or a fort, with palisade of wooden
stakes, guarded the crossing of the river. Then, too,
there was Three Rivers, and especially there was Villc
Marie, on the island of Montreal, fortress and sanc-
tuary which had been born of the dream of a few
mystics. As yet these settlements were only like
marker's posts upon a trail which was to broaden and
lengthen, whose point of departure was known and
whose boundary was to be pushed back continuously
under the impact of the greed for wealth or the thirst
for martyrdom. These posts would never be wrenched
from the soil into which they had been driven.

But over and above the cold, the winds, the snow,
the rain, and the mud, it was between two solid ranks
of enemies that some of the best of France's sons were
to advance down the long and painful road; sometimes

11 The Intendant, Jean Talon, in 1672.